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I. Introduction and Overview

[. Introduction and Overview

The Town of Sweden is very small, comprising about 27 square milespatite past

century has had a resident population of less than &8gms. Situated in southwestern

Maine among Oxford County foothills, it is largely undeveloped and distinctly-rural
residential in character, with no concentrated village area, commercial center, or industrial
activity. Most consumer needs are adequatedy by neighboring towns and more

commercial centers within 30 minutes in each of three directions (east, west, and northeast).

Uniquely, Sweden enjoys a characteristic natural beauty and rural tranquility, totally

uncongested and seldom distur@estare commodities today, but vital to sustaining a high

quality of life and overall residential wdbeing. The town is situated among several other

similar towns out of the mainstream, collectively forming an appealing niche of traditional

rural New EnglandT hes e characteristics have been cent
preservation efforts since its original Comprehensive Plan in 1973.

Through the adoption oftowwvi de zoning in 1975, Swedends pl
for anemphasis on ruraksidentipreservation and respect for the natural environment in

lieu of economic and commercial development. A revised Comprehensive Plan (1988),

followed by corresponding Zoning and Land Use Ordinance revisions in 1991 and 1998,

continued this emphasis by inding a Rural Preservation Zone, Aquifer and Stream

Protection Districts, watershed phosphorus control standards, and refining of overall land use
criteria.

Recently, the gradually increasing land development and residentrathercial sprawl

occurring thoughout Maine continues, and is now accelerating throughout local surrounding
towns. Byproducts of this neighboring activity, together with increased liquidation timber
harvesting, subdivision of land, and residential construction, are being experienced in

Sweden. The resulting growth and pressure place an increased demand on municipal services
and threaten suburbanization of Swedends nat

The termrural, as used in this document, is understood and intended tocmeatnyin

contrast taurbanandsuburban I n t hi s context, Sweden6s rur
open natural spaces, abundant wildlife habitats, sparsely settled residential development,
agricultural and forest areas, and minimal commercialization. Noticebbgnaare

industrial sites, concentrations of mdiivelling/multi-family structures, and urban/suburban

traffic and support systems. All taken together, the rural nature of Sweden implies an

ambiance of quieter, less congested, more relaxing, and prgadential living.

Because development has a dramatic and lasting effect, it is important that Sweden continue

to plan, establish, and refine growth management policies so that its citizens may determine,
and remain i n c on t--sodhhtdesifable gtowtkeis acapmmodased Whilet u r e
those qualities special to Sweden and its people are preserved. At the same state the

requires periodic review and update of Comprehensive Plans. It is intended that these plans

will provide a legal bsis and rationale for any future ordinances or land use regulations that

may be adopted by a town, as well as for all town governmental responsibilities and actions.



I. Introduction and Overview

This secondupdateof the Town of Sweden Comprehensive Plan is anotherrrsigp in the
evercontinuing planning process. In addition to being a periodic review/update of the 1988
Plan, it projects into the future and responds to new guidelines and criteria established by the
State Planning Office. It is a compilation of infortioa, analyses, policies, and strategies. It
is not an ordinance or regulation in itself, but rather, a vision and set of foundation guidelines
and goals for determining future development and direction for the town, its officials, and its
ordinances. Spdically, the Comprehensive Plan:
. Provides anmnventory/analysis/findingsf town historical data, demographics, natural
resources, land use, economics, and public facilities and services;
. Formulates towmgoals and policieshat address the findings inakeof the above areas;
. Setsforth specific strategieto implement each of the goals and policies, with
corresponding timetables and responsible town officials; and
« Includes a towswide Land Use PlanRegional Coordination PrograpandCapital
Investmat Plan.

Thetown Selectmen appointed the Comprehensive Plan Review Committee of four Planning
Board members and four resideatdarge in January 2001. Work commenced in February

2001 and was completed @ctober2003. As in previous Comprehensi®kan and Zoning

and Land Use Ordinance revision processes, t
survey distributed in July 2001 to all residents and-mesident property owners as well as
twice-monthly planning sessions and subsequent public hegpigy to approval.

As peoplebdbs needs change over time, town pl a
important that comprehensive planning be a continuous process to monitor tharigag

issues facing the town, and that the Town of Swedenpg@emensive Plan be periodically

reviewed and updated as necessary.



II. Inventory and Analysis, Goals, Policies, and Implementation
Strategies
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Section Il A Population

A. Population

Population ChangesSinceitsestb|l i shment as a separate commu
population grew to a high of approximately 750 in 1850. In the period following the Civil

War, Sweden experienced an exodus of families to the west where more promising farmland

was available free or fdittle cost. The declining population in these years is illustrated in
Figure 1. By 1900, Swedends popul ation | evel
years between 1930 and 1970. Since 1970, a steady growth of population has been
experiencedreaching a level of 324 in 2000.

Figure 1. Sweden's Population (1850-2000 )
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As shown in Table 1, Swedends population has
since 1970. Many of the neighboring towns have experienced less consistent, but overall
population increases as well.

Table 1. Population of Sweden and Neighboring Communities (19707 2000)

% Change % Change % Change

1970-1980 1980-1990 1990-2000
Bridgton 2967 | 3528 | 4307 | 4883 19 22 13
Brownfield 478 767 1034 | 1251 60 35 21
Casco 1256 | 2243 | 3018 | 3469 79 35 15
Denmark 397 | 672 | 855 | 1004 69 27 17
Fryeburg 2208 | 2715 | 2968 | 3083 23 9 4
Harrison 1045 | 1667 | 1951 | 2315 60 17 19
Lovell 607 767 888 974 26 16 10
Naples 956 | 1833 | 2860 | 3274 92 56 14
Stoneham 160 204 224 255 28 10 14
Stow 109 186 283 288 71 52 2
Sweden 110 163 222 324 48 36 46
Waterford 760 951 1299 | 1455 25 37 12

Source: US Census Reports for 1970, 1980, 1990, and 2000
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Population Density.As shown in Table 1, the year 2000 population of Sweden was 324.

The resulting density of the population in trearly 29.7 square mile area of the town is 11.3
people per square mile. This is significantly less than the statewide population density of 41.3
people per square mile.

School Enrollment. School Area District (SAD) #72 is a sevewn' school district of

which Sweden has been a part since 1967. The district has experienced a steady growth since
that time and further gr-ag®populatiosis gmallpgneétbet e d .
total can be significantly affected by the move of a very few families out of the town.

Table 2. Swedends Student Enrol |l ment
Year Swgden Students Year Sweden Students
in SAD #72 in SAD #72
1969 26 1990 36
1975 28 1995 32
1980 28 2000 56
1985 36 2001 57

Source: SAD #72

Seasonal PopulationOne of the more redble sources of information regarding seasonal

population is the 2000 census profile of general demographic characteristics that includes

data reflecting seasonal versus permanent housing units. These data also allow for a

comparison of this indicator okasonal population of the neighboring towns as shown in

Tabl e 3. As can be seen, Swedendos 49% of se
the range of neighboring towns.

Although specific data are not available to completely characterize the akpgpulation of

Sweden, the following provides a general summary of this population:

« Most of the seasonal population is in residence during the summer months

. Most of the seasonal housing consists of small camps and cabins, although there are also
a signifcant number of seasonal houses or farmhouses. All recent housing, regardless of
size and use, is constructed for yeaund use.

« A majority of seasonal housing is | ocated

Based on anecdotal information, itaslieved that many seasonal residents eventually
become fultime residents upon retirement. The frequency of this has not been quantified.

! Towns (and schools) within SAD #72 include: Brownfield (Brownfield Elementary School); Denmark
(Denmark Elementary School); Fryeburg (Charles A. Snow Elementary School, Molly Ockett Middle School,
Sadie Adams School, and FryepuAcademy-a private high school supported with SAD #72 funds), Lovell
(New Suncook Elementary School), Stoneham, Stow, and Sweden.
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Table 3. Seasonal Occupancy (by housing unit)

Seasonal Units

Occupied Units Seasonal Units® | Total Units (% of total)
Bridgton 1924 1014 2938 35
Brownfield 512 239 751 32
Casco 1327 573 1900 30
Denmark 417 520 937 55
Fryeburg 1245 323 1568 21
Harrison 920 466 1386 34
Lovell 393 791 1184 67
Naples 1297 967 2264 43
Stoneham 113 223 336 66
Stow 115 47 162 29
Sweden 132 127 259 49
Waterford 590 280 870 32

Source: 2000 US Census
& Seasonal units include those used for seasonal, recreational, or occasional use.

Population by Age GroupAs shown in Table 4, the percent :
geneally higher for the ages of 35 to #anthosefor Oxford County and the state. A more
significant difference is shown forages 65td  ( r epresenting 11. 4% of
versus 8.6% for Oxford County and 7.5% floe state); this is perhaps indicative of the

appeal of Sweden as a retirement location.

Tabl e 4. Age Distribution of Swedends Popul ation
Age Group 1988% (%) | 1995% (%) | 2000 (%) 2000 (%) 2000 (%)

Under 5 years 10.7 11.0 5.2 5.3 5.5
5to 9 years 8.3 9.9 8.3 6.5 6.5
10 to 14 years 5.2 7.9 6.5 7.7 7.2
15to 19 years 4.0 5.7 5.6 6.9 7.0
20 to 24 years 52 4.0 3.1 4.3 5.5
25 to 34 years 12.3 10.2 7.1 10.8 12.4
35 to 44 years 18.3 17.3 18.5 17.0 16.7
45 to 54 years 10.3 14.7 16.7 15.2 15.1
55 to 59 years 4.8 4.5 6.8 5.6 54
60 to 64 years 5.2 3.1 5.2 4.7 4.3
65 to 74 years 8.3 6.8 11.4 8.6 7.5
75 years and over 7.5 4.8 5.6 7.5 6.8

#1988 and 1995 percentages are derived from source data
Sources: Greater Portland Council of Governments (1988 and 1995 data), US Census (2000 data)

Population Projection. Projections for population growth of Sweden, Oxford County, and
thestate(including a historical basis) are presented in Table 5. As shown, on a percentage
basis the rate of growth of Sweden is forecast to be greater than those for both Oxford
County and thetate



Table 5. Population Projections

Section Il A Population

Date Sweden Oxford County Maine
7/1/00 (historical) 325 54,234 1,278,670
7/1/05 381 55,150 1,305,223
7/1/10 423 56,262 1,337,466
7/1/15 457 58,206 1,377,128
Projected Increase 2000-2015 41% 7.3% 7.7%

Source: Maine State Planning Office, 2001

Goals, Policies, and Strategies

There are no goals, policies, and strategies that are specific to populataenaogtaphic
information alone. However, this information will be integrated as necessary into the issues,
policies, and strategies relating to the following planning elements.
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B. Housing

Housing in Sweden consists almost exclusively of sifeyieily dwellings. These

dwellings include sticlbuilt homes as well as manufactured housing (including mobile
homes). There is no housing in the town that is especially designed for the elderly or low
income residents. Yeaiound rentals represent only about 168the occupied housing.

In 2000, nearly ondalf of the housing units in Sweden were considered unoccupied

units for seasonal, recreational, or occasional use. Although considered vacant, most of
these housing units could accommodate -yeand occupancy.

Housing Stock. Sweden has experienced a consistent growth in total housing units since
1970 as shown in Table 6. Since 1970, an increase in excess of 100% has been realized.

Table 6. Housing Units in Sweden

Total Housing Units Housing Density®
1970 122 4.1
1980 171 5.8
1990 228 7.7
2000 266 8.9

% Density (housing units per square mile) is based on a total land area of 29.7 square miles
Sources: 1970 - 2000 US Census

As shown in Table 7, census data indicate that occupied unitssadriram 35% to 50%
of the total housing units from 1990 to 2000. This reflects the trend for conversion of
vacant housing (including units that are designated for seasonal, recreational, or
occasional use) to yeanund occupied housing.

Table 7. Profile of Occupied Housing in Sweden

Owner- Renter- Total % of Total Housing
Year | Population Occupied Occupied Occupied Units that are
Housing Units | Housing Units Units Occupied
1990 222 77 5 82 35%
2000 324 119 13 132 50%

Sources: 1990 and 2000 US Census

Household Size Based on findings of the 2000 census, average household sizes of
Sweden, Oxford County, and the state are relatively consistent at 2.45, 2.42, and 2.39
persons per household, respectively.

Housing Characteristics.The characteristics ofdusing units in Sweden are

summarized in Table 8. This table provides similar data for selected towns in the Sebago
Lakes Region Housing Market Area as established by the Maine State Housing
Authority. The selected towns include Sweden, those immediatglgent to Sweden
(including Bridgton, Fryeburg, Lovell, and Waterford), and those not adjacent to Sweden,
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Characteristic

Sweden

Bridgton

Table 8. Housing Characteristics of Sweden and Neighboring Communities

Denmark | Fryeburg

Lovell

Stoneham

Waterford

Section Il B Housing

Oxford

County

State of
Maine

Total housing units, number 266 3,063 969 1,648 1,229 349 895 32,295 651,901
Single-unit housing, % of total 88.2 82.2 91.3 75.3 94.6 88.3 78.5 72.7 69.6
Multi-unit housing, % of total 2.7 11.0 2.6 12.8 1.8 6.3 4.6 23.8 20.3
Mobile homes, % of total 7.5 6.3 7.1 11.6 3.1 5.4 16.9 12.4 9.8
Other (boat, RV, van, etc.), % of total 1.6 0.5 0 0.3 0.5 0 0 0.4 0.3
Number of rooms per unit (median) 5.3 5.3 5.2 5.5 5.3 5.1 5.7 5.3 5.3
(I;Oogfsig?arnits lacking complete plumbing facilities, 16 0.8 04 0.8 0.7 0.6 01 0.9 0.7
(I;Oogfsig?arnits lacking complete kitchen facilities, 16 0.8 08 0.2 0.4 0.6 0 0.7 05
Constructed prior to 1940, % of total 33.7 26.2 21.7 31.6 37.6 28.9 31.4 29.1 29.1
Constructed 1940 1 1969, % of total 7.5 224 204 20.4 14.8 16.0 21.0 22.0 24.4
Constructed 19701 1979, % of total 9.8 16.6 18.9 18.2 6.2 11.7 14.7 15.0 15.9
Constructed 1980 1 1989, % of total 28.6 15.8 20.4 15.8 9.1 8.6 15.0 16.6 16.0
Constructed 1990 1 2000, % of total 204 19.1 18.6 14.0 30.3 34.7 17.9 16.0 14.6

Source: 2000 US Census
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but of similar size with similar seasonal occupancy characteristics (Denmark and Stoneham).
Also shown are comparative data for Oxford County and the State of Maine.

It may be assmed that the higher percentage of housing units that lack complete facilities in
Sweden is due, in part, to a larger proportion of housing units that are seasonal camps and
cabins.

Locaton.A maj ority of Swedends houwsysandinareas | ocat
adjacent to Keyes and Stearns Ponds (see mgp While most noswaterfront housing is

set on generouslyized lots (typically greater than 5 acres), housing around the lakes is

generally on smaller lots (1 to 2 acres) resulting in @elepopulation.

Housing Affordability. Year 2000 housing values and costs for Sweden, Oxford County,
and the State of Maine are summarized in Table 9.

Table 9. Median Values and Costs of Occupied Housing

Type | Sweden | Oxford County | Maine
Median value of owner-occupied housing $92,700 (119 units) $82.800 $98.700
units ' ' '
Median monthly housing costs for owner- $807 $785 $923
occupied housing units
Median monthly gross rent (includes .
utilities) $388 (13 units) $418 $497

Source: 2000 US Census

According to the 2000 census, household median annual incomes in Sweden, Oxford County,
and thestatewere: $30,781, $33,435, and $37,240, respectively.

Toevaluateta af fordability of Svsmatdgaidebnss fontbeuttseen g, t
lower-income groups were considered:
. Very Low Incomeepresented by incomes less than 50% of the median income. In
Sweden, this represents an income range of 0 to $.5,39
. Low Incomeaepresented by incomes between 50 and 80% of the median income. In
Sweden, this represents an income range of $15,391 to $21,547.
« Moderate Incomeepresented by incomes between 80% and 150% of the median income.
In Sweden, this representsianome range of $21,547 to $46,172.

For each of these three income groups, maximum affordable monthly mortgage or rent
payments and corresponding house selling prices were calculated as shown in Table 10. Note
that the maximum monthly affordable mortgageent payment shown represents 30% of

the total monthly income; 30% of total income is the measure of affordable expenditure for
housing as established by the state.
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Table 10. Affordable Housing Parameters for Lower to Moderate Incomes in Sweden

Percent of Affordable Monthly Selling Price
N Households Mortgage or Rent Corresponding to
weden Households ) a aymen ordable Mortgage
Sweden H hold A P t? Affordable M
(Approximate) (Maximum for range) Payment®
Very Low
0- $15,391 24 $385/mo $50,000
Low
$15,301 - $21,547 19 $539/mo $70,000
Moderate
$21,547 - $46,172 26 $1,154/mo $151,000

Values based on census data for the following income ranges: 0 - $14,999 (corresponding to Very Low Income
range), $15,000 - $24,999 (corresponding to Low Income range), $25,000 - $49,999 (corresponding to
Moderate Income)

30% of income divided by 12.

Calculated using Ginnie Mae Loan Estimator (www.ginniemae.gov). Assumes 10% downpayment, 7% interest
rate, 30-year conventional mortgage.

A study of the 2000 census shows that of specified owoenpied unit§ 13.8% are valued

at $50,000 or less, 63.8% are valued at $99,999 or less, and 70.7% are valued at $149,999 or
less. Based on these values, at least 70.7% of these propertessagered affordable for

very low through moderate incomes (refer to Table 10).

Since the home values provided in the census are not necessarily representative of prices for
houses currently on the market, we can supplement this information with tberagenal

data reflecting more current sales prices of homes in the area. In 2001, the overall median
sales price of homes in the Sebago Lakes Region Housing Market Area (which includes
Sweden and surrounding towns) was $110°0B0rther analysis shanmedian sales prices

of $129,126 for new houses; $108,000 for existing houses; and $71,500 ftmidrst

homebuyers. Assuming that these prices reflect home prices in Sweden, it appears as though
housing is readily affordable for moderate (and greatepmes and marginally affordable

for low and very low incomes.

Affordable rents, as defined by teate are those that are no greater than 30% of total
monthly income. In 2000, the median gross rent (including utilities) paid by renters of
specifed renteroccupied units in Sweden was $388 per mon#h comparison of this value

with the affordable monthly rent payments shown in Table 10 indicates that the monthly rent
payments of approximately 50% of renters are considered affordable in tHewengome

range.

The State of Maine Growth Management Act requires that every municipality seek to
achieve a goal of 10% of residential development (based on-gdarehistorical average)

% Specified ownenccupied units are defined by the US Census Bureau as-osopied, singldamily
houses on less tha® &cres without a business or medical office on the property.

® Maine State Housing Authority, State of Maine Housing 2002.

* Specified rentepccupied units are defined by the US Census Bureau as all-oeotgsied units except
single-unit houses on 10cees or more.


http://www.ginniemae.gov/
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that meets the definition of affordable housing. As showraible 11, since 1997, permits
for the installation of new and used mobile homes, generally recognized to be more
affordable than sitbuilt homes, compriseaver27% of residential building permits issued.
If this pattern continues, it is likelyy&t Sweden cacontinue taneet or exceethe goal of
10% affordable residential development.

Table 11. Sweden Residential Building Permits

Permit Issued 1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001
New single family home 2 6 5 4 3
e ™™ ™™ | 2 o |10 |1
New mobile home 0 0 0 2 1
Used mobile home
Total 4 8 9 7 5

Source: Sweden building permit records

Housing Projections.Housing needed to meet population projections to year 2015 is
presented in Table 12n 2000, there were a total of 266 housing units in Sweden, including
full-time housing and seasonal housing. This total surpasses the total required to meet the
needs of the population of Sweden projected out to year 2015. If current trends for new
housng construction and the conversion of seasonal housing tegad, permanent

housing continues, it is expected that housing availability can easily keep up with the
projected population growth.

Table 12. Housing Need Projections

Date Population Projection® | Housing Needs”
7/1/00 (historical) 325 133
7/1/05 381 156
7/1/10 423 174
7/1/15 457 181

% Maine State Planning Office, 2001
b Housing needs (units) are based on an average household size of 2.45

Analysis and Findings

The primary finding that relate to housing in the Town of Sweden include the following:

e New house construction (including the installation of mobile homes) is steadily
increasing. Since 1970, an increase in housing units in excess of 100% has been realized.

e Approximately B% of the total housing units in Sweden are vatanbst of these are
designated for seasonal, recreational, or occasional use. There is an apparent trend for
conversion of these units for yeaund use.

e Housing in Sweden almost completely consists ofleifagnily dwellings. Of these,
approximately 7.5% are manufactured housing units including mobile homes.

¢ Sweden has no housing complexes or individual dwelling units designed specifically for
low-income or elderly residents.
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e At present, masingis developgeavon d biHad [sasistrather than
making use of major subdivision or clustering.

e The extent ofuture development of shorelands in Sweden is lindigel to the lack of
avdlable property and shoreland development restrictions imposed by the town
ordinance.

e Since 1997, ove2 7% of the total residential building permits have been for the
installation of new and used mobile homes. Generally recognized to be more affordable
than sitebuilt homes, this trend is indicative that Sweden can meet or efteegdal of

10% affordable residential devel opment. Sw

the number or location of mobile homes.

e Swedends zoni npgance providds gudelines feralevelaprdent in Sweden.
The goal of such development is to retain
resources. For the past five years, such growth has allowed for the inclusion of affordable
housing to surpassate goals.

These findings appear to be consistent with the rural character of Sweden and the desires and
expectations of its residents as reflected ir2®@L Public Opinion Survgippendix C). To
date, it seems that t hebeingeneibyexistihghS8usiegd e n 6 s
opportunities available in Sweden. However, the town must acknowledge that in the future,
the encouragement of alternatives such as accessory apartments (sd e d -ind moamoh e r
apartments) or duplexes might have to besabered to continue the availability of

accessible, affordable housing options for the elderly andrloame residents.

Planning Goals

State Goal To encourage and promote affordable, decent housing opportunities for all
Maine citizens.

Town Goal To promote housing opportunities that meet a variety of household needs,
types, and income | evels, consistent
residential character.

Town Policies

. To encourage only that rate and level of slow growth that allows Sviedetain and
sustain its ruratesidential character, and maintain a reasonably stable tax rate.

. To allow for alternative, affordable housing types and options to meet the demands of the
changing housing market, consistent with maintaining rural characte

. To ensure new construction and major renovations comply with established construction
and safety standar@s expressed in the Town Building Code
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Implementation Strategies

1. To continue to utilize various clustering, buffering, density, and lotaptiens and
approaches to siting of subdivision housing, while sustaining natural rural character.
Responsibility  Planning Board
Time Frame: Ongoing

2. Monitor housing affordability over time to ensure compliance with a goal of 10%
affordable housing auaibility. Develop, as necessary, ordinance provisions that allow
for affordable housing types (such as accessory apartments and duplexes), and ensure that
current mobile home and mobile home park provisions of the Zoning and Land Use
Ordinance continue te in compliance with state law.

Responsibility  Planning Board
Time Frame: Long-term

3. Review, and update as necessary,Tivn Building Code to include approved safe
construction and renovation standards.

Responsibility  Planning Board
Time Frame Long-term
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C. Water Resources

General.A watershed is the land area that eventually drains into a water body such as a

stream, pond, or lake (see Water Resources Map, AppenrtljxIA Sweden, allilis, slopes,

and ravines constitute numerous smaller watersheds that converge and drain into local brooks
and ponds, eventually combining with other drainage patterns to form larger watersheds.
Swedends watersheds over | andcoavaersely somé dramaget h o s e
through Swedends watersheds originates in ad
throughout the town allows for numerous smaller seasonally intermittent streams and several

of the larger yearound brooks (now protected bylasignated Stream Protection Overlay

District).

From the east side of Sweden, Duck Pond Brook, Powers Brook, and Black Pond drain

t hrough Stearns Pond, into the Town of Bridg
eventually into the PresumpscotwBi Basin and on to the Atlantic Ocean. This drainage

forms a portion of the headwaters feeding@reater Portlandater supply.

In the center of Sweden, Keyes Pond, and its outlet Keyes Brook, Cold Brook, and Patterson
Brook in nortleast Sweden, all drain northerly into the Kezar River, on to Kezar Pond in

Fryeburg then into the Saco River, and finally to the Atlantic Ocean. The Saco River is a

water source for the cities of Biddeford and Saco as well as the Kennebunk/Kermpmebunk

and Wells water districts. Webber Pondds out
Berry Pond, on to Moose Pond, then into the Saco River.

On the west side of Sweden, Popple Hill Brook and Dock Brook flow westerly to the Kezar
River and KezaPond, and then into the Saco River.

Early history of Sweden shows the local importance of this drainage flow by the use of
Stearns Pond and its dam to hold water for the purpose of sending logs through the Stearns
Canal into Highland Lake and on to thdlsnin Bridgton. In later years the logs were sawn at
the Trull Mill at the head of Highland Lake.

Swedendés only river resource is | imited to t
River, totaling no more than a mile in length. These segmemtsodreasily accessed from
Sweden and are not developed or used by the town.

There are two privatelpwned Stateegulated public water supplida Sweden (see Map,

Appendix A1l). These supplies are transient fmmmmunity water systems servicing at teas

25 persons for at least 60 days per year. One water supply is groundwater from a drilled well
servicing Camp Encore Coda. The well i's | oca
from the main camp. The other water supply is filtered surface watarkeyes Pond. This

latter supply services Camp Tapawingo. Keyes Pond is considered to be above average water
guality. The shore land is heavily wooded and there are some seasonal cottages surrounding

® Terminology used by the Maine Department of Human Services.
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the Pond. The Maine Drinking Water Program, Bureauedlti, in the Department of
Human Services, monitors the water quality of both water supplies.

Aquifers. Aquifers serve as containment areas that can be tapped as a source of water.
Containing soils are typically sand, silt, gravel, and occasionaly 8lome aquifers are near
the surface and therefore especially vulnerable to pollution; others are at deeper levels, also
vulnerable, and spread out over much larger areas. Sweden has both types of aquifers.

The only significant geologicallidentified and and gravel aquifer extends into the

northwest corner of Sweden from Lovell to the north and Fryeburg to the west and lies along

both sides of the Kezar River in both towns. At present, it is not being exploited by Sweden.

It is subjecttoitsown Aqgier Pr ot ecti on Overlay District i
Use Ordinance, where limitations on future residential density and land uses/applications are
specified.

There are several frdwing springs in Sweden. One of the most significant in terims o
capacity and quality is just north of the junction between Trull Brook and Trull Brook Road.
Flow capacity is estimated to be 70 to 120 gallons per minute.

Surface Water BodiesSwedendés | akes and ponds have al wa
landowners anthe many seasonal visitors. The State of Maine has mandatory shoreland
zoning and Swedenés Zoning and Land Use Ordi
Keyes, and Stearns Ponds all have areas with steep slopes rising from the lake. These slopes

are vulneable to erosion, which can hasten surface runoff carrying contaminants to the water
bodies. Al most all of Moose Pondods shoreline
Protection Zone with a very small portion open to Limited Residential development of
shordines.Moose Pond is on the Ndpoint Source (NPS) Pollution Priority Watersheds list

of the Land and Water Resources Couridilese lakes and ponds allow the normalnon

commercial boating and water recreational activities.

Black, Webber, and Berry Pondee in significant containment areas and, along with the

upper portion of Moose Pond in Sweden, have adjacentidtattified wetlands with

Natural Resource Protection status. All of these locations provide excellent wildlife habitat

for many plants andnimals, as well as play a major role in maintaining water quality in the

lager water bodies. Black and Berry Ponds are isolated and totally undeveloped with all

shoreline zoned Natural Resource ProtectBlack Pond is on the Maine Stormwater lGaw

listof | akes fiMost at RiA#hough dasilyoaocessilderanddhetv el o p me
i sol ated, Webber Pondds west and north shore
Protection as well, with the remainder allowing Limited Residential development. Tyny Li

Pond, isolated in northwest Sweden on private property, is a natural kettle lake with no

surface inlet/outlet drainage.

Public access to Swedends | akes and ponds i s
Ponds. Public access to Moose Pond is availtbm the Town of Bridgton.
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Characteristics of Swedeno6s 13 Alloetlewatand ponds
bodies currently meet State water quality standards.

Table 13. Characteristics of Swedenbdés Surface Water Bodi
Surface Avg FFlzl;tS:
Water Body Area Phosphorus”
(acres) (ppb) (body vol Concern
per year)
Keyes Pond 192 42 6.4 14 6.0 9 6.8 0.3 Moderate
Moose Pond | 4 54 71 8.2 14 5.2 6 6.9 0.1 Moderate
(total)
Moose Pond 120 10 5.1 27 5.0 7 6.7 4.4 Moderate
(Sweden)
Stearns Pond 250 48 5.3 30 4.8 10.3 6.8 1.6 Mod/High
Black Pond® 16 NA 2.3 NA NA 19 NA NA NA®
Berry Pond 3 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA®
Webber 34 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA®
Pond
Lily Pond 5 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA®

Reference: Lakes Environmental Association, annual water testing results, 2002 (except as noted)
& Annual averages

Late August averages

1988 data

1995 data

No data currently available

® o o T

Point and NorrPoint SourcePollution. Due pr i mar i | y -residencbame dends r
nonrcommercial character, there are no currently known traditional point sooitagon

discharges into the watersheds and surface water bodies of thePtmwinsource pollution is

most commonly thought of in terms of pollution discharges fpgres. Norpoint source

pollution present in the Town includes roadway culverts where salt accumulates as a result of
snow removal, and public boat access ramps where oil/gas spillage may occur-aativeon

plant species (e.g., milfoil) may be introduc&tiese potential sources can be identified,

monitored, and their use coordinated or integrated as necessary.

Other norpoint source pollution occurring in Sweden includegl rainresulting from

industrial discharges in areas west of the state, natural phosphorous loading from surface
runoff, and the normal portion of phosphorous derived from very slow progression of human
development and activity. The continuous monitoring andyatittn of such noipoint

pollution must be addressed as necessary.

Analysis and Findings

Gererally, the quality and aesthetics of Swed
excellent and not presently being seriously compromised by current levels of growth and
development and resulting living patterns. Nevertheless, concerns are alessis s

described below.

1. Devel opment on or near Sweden?oslnagplopripté ng t e
land use, or alteration of the steeper slopes to accommodate development, increases the
potential for soil erosion and rapid surface runbféreover, shoreland development
often significantly disrupts or removes th
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buffering capacity, thereby hastening and intensifying pollution of water bodies.
Development in these areas, and in areas of marginatiabte soil conditions, needs
appropriate design or4sting to less sensitive areas in order to avoid negative impacts or
requirements for future protection action.

. The quality of Swedends water iIs important
The purity, beauty, and facility of the ponds in Sweden have been some of the primary
reasons why permanent home and landowners, as well agsidant taxpayers and

visitors who vacation in Sweden, enjoy the environment of the town. Surface waters in
Sweda provide drinking water, recreation, unspoiled natural resources, and contribute to

the overall relaxing atmosphere, all of which enhance daily living. It is a constant

challenge to accommodate ofteonflicting uses without degrading water quality, sceni

beauty, and the peaceful ambiance. In addition, these conflicting uses have the potential

to negatively affect shoreline property values. Furthermore, since Sweden is a source of

high quality water used by many, it is especially important to realiz&thae d e n 6 s
development and land use patterns not degrade the quality of water (particularly with

respect to phosphorous control) that drains and flows southwesterly through Lovell and
Fryeburg, eventually becoming drinking water for Biddeford, Kennebunk\&eiks.
Similarly, flowage southeasterly eventuall
Coordination of common watershed management and phosphorus control efforts with
neighboring towns needs to be effected.

.Swedenbdés fragil e wet thatotal wateasyseeniviost brookst e gr a |
and ponds in Sweden are surrounded by large areas of wetland and swampy bogs that
provide distinctive habitats for a variety of wildlife and plants. These wetlands also act as
containment reservoirs for the releasevater to replenish the water tabladebenefit the

flora and fauna in dry years. Therefore, they need to be included in any surface or
underground water resource protection planning. A number ofidttéfied wetlands

are currently classified as NatuRle sour ce Protection Areas in
Land Use Ordinance. However, other wetlands may need to be identified and similarly
protected from watershed pollution or encroaching development.

.Swedendés groundwater purnthefutureWatecr i ti cal to
accumulates underground in both sand and gravel and bedrock aquifers. The soils holding
the water serve as filters and are extremely vulnerable to contamination from

uncontrolled building encroachment, unsuitable land uses, and ipapeaisposal of

wastes and hazardous materials. Although some contaminants may naturally attenuate
through filtration or degradation, some may reach the aquifers and potential water

supplies. Theownd s desi gnated Aqui f enecedBtobd ecti on OV
continually monitored and protected to ensure a permanent safe supply of potable water.
Furthermore, in the interests of ensuring any possible safe and adequate future town

drinking water supply, all other available high quality aquifer/lgk@&ig water sources

must be protected from contamination, exploitation, depletion, or removal. In addition, to
ensure continued viability of Swedenébés san
with Lovell and Fryeburg), development/land use patterdsrapacts need to be

discussed and coordinated among these towns.
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5, Swedends ponds, and other ponds or |.akes i
This natural aging process is accelerated by human activities that increase the flow of
nutrients o a lake and its tributaries. Phosphorus is the key nutrient that causes algal
growth and eventual loss of oxygen in Maine lakes. Attached to eroded soil particles, it is
carried to the lake in storm water runoff. Once in the lake, approximately 50% of the
nutrient becomes dissolved and is available as a fertilizer for algal growth.

The Maine Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and the Lakes Environmental
Association have established standards for i
to assure that lakes do not experience noticeable deterioration. A listing of the allowable

Table 14. Phosphorous Export Limitations on Swedends Wat
Sweden (Ib/acre)
(ppb)
Berry Pond 1.50 1,480 0.027
Black Pond 1.50 1,198 0.040
Highland Lake 0.50 1,480 0.030
Keyes Pond 1.00 1,235 0.036
Kezar Pond 1.00 2,174 0.039
Little Moose Pond 0.75 292 0.018
Little Pond 1.00 72 0.030
Moose Pond 0.75 2,248 0.018
Stearns Pond 1.00 3,580 0.039
Webber Pond 1.00 205 0.027

Source: Lakes Environmental Association

change in phosphorus |l evels for water bodies
in Table 14. As shown, this protection level is reflected in a maximum yearbcpeexport

of phosphorus allowable for any project in a lake watershed/@d&n that undergoes review

by the Planning BoardThe DEP manual, Phosphorus Control in Lake Watersheds, is used

to determine phosphorus export from development proposals.

Thus far, Swedends relative succeredbyeariyt h wa't

engagement in steadily advancing comprehensive planning and zoning and land use

processes. This has been highlighted by the following:

. Maintenance of strong shoreland protection

. Identification and designation of Natural Resource Protectiasamed Stream and
Aquifer Protection Districts

. Working closely with the Lakes Environmental Association in lake monitoring and
adopting phosphorous control standards

. Cooperation of landowners in considerate and slow development

. Restriction of commercial/gustrial development

. Prevention of commercial exploitation, depletion, or removal of water sopotestially
available for a future town drinking water supply
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These existing measures have been effective, but there will always be some tlgeatenin
degradation by almost any form of future growth and development. However, with continued
vigilance and citizen interest and cooperation, these measures, periodically and carefully
refined, form a core for ongoing protection and preservation of watarroeso

Planning Goals

StateGoal To protect the quality and manage the

including lakes, aquifers, great ponds, estuaries, rivers, and coastal areas.

TownGoal To protect, manage, anifersaeers,ssgingv e Swede

and streams against any degradation of water quality, and against depletion or
removal of anypotentialfuturedrinking water supply.

Town Policies

To maintain and improve the present highquaiityd | evel of protectio
surface water bodies

To protect aquifer aredscluding present anplotential future drinking water supplies
from degradation of qualitydepletion in quantitycommercial exploitatiorand removal
from town

To ensure protection of Swedenéd6és total wat
sensitive shorelands, from detrimental development or inappropriate land uses and toxic
applications.

To permit, manage, and regulate developmadtland uses so as to minimgeint and
nonpoi nt discharges that threaten the qual.i!
resources.

To ensure official participation with surrounding towns for regional cooperation and
solution to the common proteoti problems of shared, contiguous water resources.

Implementation Strategies
1. Revi ew and u pubdivisien Regulativrea Appendix D (Phosphorous

Control St a n d Zanidgsaipd Lantl UsB @rdinbeta cdrginually ensure
thatcurrentpps phorous | oading standards are baset
acre phosphorous allocation methodology, that allocations for each Sweden lake
watershed are established, and that phosphorous is mdonagedle lot developmerds
well as subdivi®ns.
Responsibility: Planning Board (in coordination with the Lakes Environmental

Association (LEA)

Time Frame: Shortterm

Tri-annuallyreview and update the specific standards in ZonaiiR&Egents and
Performance St aZodimnand tand Use (Bdinandesensore their
current sufficiency to prevent contaminat.
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ground water resources from detrimental development and land use, gt@sion
applications, stormwater runoff, and waste disposal.

Responsibility: Planning BoardLEA
Time Frame: Shortterm

. Continue strict enforcement of all current Zoning and Land Use Ordinance regulations
for ensuring the hi glandgravadwatdr sesourdes, &d/ferd e n 6 s
controlling development and land uses that could leaepbetion exploitation, or

removalof present opotential future drinking wateesources

Responsibility: Planning Board, Code Enforcemerti€er, Appeals BoardLEA

Time Frame: Shortterm/Ongoing

. Officially cooperate with surrounding towns and participate closely with the Maine DEP,
LEA, and other similar local and stateéde environmental organizations to ensure water
guality monitoring 6 all Sweden water bodiedevelop common regional watershed and
aquifer protection and phosphorous control management, pladenhance efforts to
prevent the introduction of invasive aquatic plants.

Responsibility: Selectmen, Planning BoardEA

Time Frame: Ongoing
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D. Other Critical Natural Resources

Genera.Swedends inventory of natur al resources
heavy forestation surrounding several small pondthdrabsence of any commercial or

industrial concentration, these features blend to constitute a scenic topography and
environment that greatly contributes to the
in Section CWater Resourcesnd forest resurces are addressed in Sectiogriculture

and Forestry Resource®ther significant natural features of the town include wetlands,
freshwater fisheries, streams and brooks, and an abundance of wildlife and plant habitats.
These latter features are aglsked belovand located on the map provided in Appendi A

Effects of the glacier age in this town are still prevalent on the mountains and hills where

rocky cliffs are present on southern exposures where bedrock granite was pulled away.

Grooves andtgations show the scraping and sliding of rock fragments against rock. Oxford

County soil surveys show most of these hills covered with glacial till soils derived mainly

from granite and gneiss, without any abundance of nutrients for plant growth. & glaci

drumlin can be observed as a sandy deposit on the shores of Keyes Pond. Other alluvial

sedi ments are observed around Swedenods | akes

Maps of Sweden show hills thadryin slope from 3 to 60%, with variations indicated as
moderate, sting, and very strong. Maps also describe ground cover as stony, very stony,
rocky, and sometimes hilly and rocky.

The type of hill and valley topography limits access to many areas, and, because of poor
drainage and poor s oi herallymnsdtéble odomnterciald en ds | an
agriculture. Despite this, many soils do produce good timber, and a large percentage of

woodlots in the town are used for harvesting timber and recreation. Slopes are especially
vulnerable to erosion from lardegging operations. However, the presence of glacial till

makes new cafer growth very slow to return after the impact of logging. Furthermore,

roadway or structural development on steep slopes creates great risk for erosion and

consequent water body patiion. Thus, plans for future use of the land must be carefully

evaluated.

The most level area of the town is in the western part between State Route 93 and Knights
Hill Road, atop the aquifenear the Town of Lovell. This area, referred to as the Rlains
consists of a sandy loam resulting from glacial melt and drainage. This land now produces
quality timber (including white pine, hemlock, red maple, Norway spruce, and balsam fir)
and provides for a good income for owners who use careful harvesting. elpwey tree

growth is vulnerable to drying of the soil caused by rapid drainage in the sandy loam. An
additional feature of the Plains is a small kettle pond (with neither inlet nor outlet) named
Lily Pond, just north of State Route 93.

Near the junctio of Ridlorville Road and Hardscrabble Road, good quality amethyst was
discovered and actively extracted for a short period of time in the early 1990s.
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Hydric Soils. Hy dr i ¢ soil s indicate the presence of
approximatelyl8,000 acres of which 2,500 to 3,200 acres (13 to 18%) are considered to have
hydric soils. There are two primary hydric soil areas in the town, each comprising about 700
acres. The first of these is located in the extreme western corner of the towof, Migghts

Hill Road. The second extends from the north of Stearns Pond to the area around Black Pond.
The remaining hydric acreage is scattered in various parts of the town.

Wetlands represent the collection of aquatic or ssomiatic habitats commonigferred to as
marshes, swamps, and bogs. The US Natural Resources Conservation Service, US Fish and
Wildlife Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, and the US Environmental Protection

Agency define wetlands by the presence of wetland vegetation (hydropduytelsydrology
(degree of flooding and/or soil saturation) and by reference to wet soils (hydric soils). The
prevalence of hydrophytes and the presence of wet soil reflect théelondnydrology and,
therefore, are useful indicators of wetland.

It is important to remember that, because of map scale, very small areas of hydric soils are
often not shown on the soil survey. The soil survey provides a general location of hydric
soils; however, it is necessary that the exact wetland boundary be locatedi@tdthWwhen

the boundary is not clear, it may be necessary to consult technical experts.

Swedendés identified hydric soils (as i1identif
Resource Conservation Service soil survey area information for Oxfandaty;dMaine)
include:

. BraytonPeacham Complex;4% slopes, very stony

. BraytonPeachem Association, gently sloping, very stony

« Medomak silt loam

. Medomak and Wonsqueak soils, frequently flooded

« Naumburg loamy sand (poorly drained soil only)

. NaumburgCroghanAssociation, gently sloping (poorly drained soil only)

« Roundabout silt loam

« Rumney fine sandy loam, frequently flooded

« RumneyPodunk Association, frequently flooded (Rumney part)

. Searsport muck

. VassalboreWonsqueak Association

. Wonsqueak and Searsport soil

Identified Wetlands.Some of the benefits of wetlands include providing breeding habitat for
waterfowl and other birds, and the maintenance of flood control, water quality, groundwater
recharge, and shoreline stabilization. Wetlands serve to repigaishtables that retain

water during wet years, a process that provides a valuable resource of water during drier
times, and protects the water quality in many brooks and ponds. The swampy areas with
sedges, rushes, and alders provide a very differeimoanvent vital to plants, varying

species of trees, as well as birds and other small wildlife that thrive in this type of habitat.
Larger wildlife, such as deer, pretiie steeper slopes above the swampy areas.
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The Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife (DIFW) and the Maine Department
of Environmental Protection (DEP) have identified 14 freshwater wetlands within the Town
of Sweden. These freshwater wetlands are listed in T&bAgth their corresponding

wildlife value ratings (see Table ngje

Table 15. Selected Freshwater Wetlands in the Town of Sweden, Maine

Wetland . ExisFing e_md_
Identification #2 General Location Potential W_|IdILfe
Value Rating
1 East corner of Sweden M
28 Popple Hill Brook, west Sweden N
29 Plummer Brook, south of Webber Pond N
30 Berry Pond H
31 Near Berry Pond N
32 Moose Pond N
33 Moose Pond N
34 Moose Pond N
35 Plummer Brook, inlet to Moose Pond N
41 Patterson Brook, north Sweden N
43 Black Pond H
44 Duck Pond Brook, north end Stearns Pond N
45 Powers Brook N
46 Stearns Pond, north inlet N

& Source: Maine Department of Environmental Protection, 1989.
b Source: Manual for Maine Wetlands Inventory, DIFW, December 1972.
Value of existing wetlands as breeding waterfowl habitat.
(H) 7 High. Applies to areas of excellent waterfowl habitat that receive the heaviest usage by ducks and geese
(M) 1 Medium. Applies to areas of medium value that sustain a significant level of waterfowl usage, but may be
lacking in one or more aspects of prime habitat.
(L) 7 Low. Applies to areas that generally sustain limited waterfowl use, are often deficient in habitat
requirements, and may be incapable of responding significantly to habitat improvement methods.
(N) 7 Negligible. Applies to areas that receive little or no waterfowl usage, although it may have substantial
value for other wildlife. Development necessary to increase values for waterfowl would be both extensive
and expensive.

Most of these statelentified welands, adjacent wetland areas, and other wetland areas that
straddle streams or are otherwise identified as sensitive saturated areas with wetland
vegetation are included in the Towndés Natur a
Town of Sweden Zaing and Land Use Ordinance (1998). This zone was established to

provide a measure of protection for these sensitive areas and, as such, imposes limitations on
development and timber harvesting.

Aligning in many pl aces wiéaréas & desighateddbywthewet | an
National Flood Insurance Program. All floodplains in Sweden are Zone A-geHd0lood

zone, which, on occasion, could experience shallow flooding to depths between one and three
feet. There is no record or current memorynefown flooding. Sweden adopted their present
Floodplain Management Ordinance in March 1996 to protect property owners, avoid or

minimize flood damage, and prevent contamination of aquifers and water bodies from the
incursion of pollutants through flooaton. Flood areas noted in Sweden are the north and
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south ends of Keyes Pond and Stearns Pond. A narrow floodplain exists on each side of Trull
Brook down to Highland Lake in Bridgton. Powers Brook, east and north of Stearns Pond,
has a similar designatoBlack Pond has a more extensive flood area, round in shape, and a
floodplain that continues down the outlet joining with Duck Pond Brook and continuing into
Stearns Pond. Popple Hill Brook leads to Kezar River, both of which share floodplain areas
in Sweden. Portions of uppermost Moose Pond in Sweden are also designated floodplain
areas.

Significant Wildlife Habitat. Due to minimal human settlement, development, and traffic,
Sweden has maintained an excellent degree of natural animal and plans hiatotaghout

its boundaries. The most predominant habitat in size is the extensive forest coverage; but,
perhaps most critical are the protected wetlands that harbor wildlife and plants that can
survive only in that type of habitat. Many of these wetlgods special corridors between
ponds, through flowages, and along woodland edges. Deer, moose, fox, and coyote are
among the more common larger mammals evidenced throughout the town in all seasons.
There appear to be no major barriers in town that infrést movement of the wideanging
animals. There are no known endangered wildlife species in Sweden.

Mammals known or sighted in Sweden number at least 30 species and range in size from
moose and bear, to river otter and bobcat, to weasel ar@dtbat. wildlife species known to
be in Sweden include many varieties of reptiles, amphibians, and insects.

Bird habitat is extensive and varied, and documented species number queiti 88 of

these listed as rarely seen. For the past 30 years, Sweden has been a geographical center for
t he National Aud-wdnducted Shristmas birgt éosnt througheut Swgden

and parts of five surrounding towns.

Sweden provides excefiehabitats for wildlife. Specific habitats are in and around the
wetlands, especially the large unsettled open forested tracts surrounding the Black Pond,
Berry Pond, and Moose Pond marshes, as well as those tracts northwest of Black Mountain
Road (betwee State Route 93 and Knights Hill Road) and the tract encompassing Patterson
Brook and Goshen Road in extreme north Sweden. In particular, the upper reaches of Moose
Pond in south Sweden possess the DIFW rating of W2 (moderate value wetlands for
wildlife/w aterfowl). Known, welestablished deer wintering areas are located on/around
Popple Hill and Winns Hill, and between Berry and Moose Ponds. Berry Pond and the lower
portions of Plummer Brook contain several active beaver communities.

Swedends guoastrgees ofdooest aré special to the town, and necessary for those
wildlife species that cannot thrive in humaltered habitat. Upon fragmentation of these

large tracts, the size of the remaining blocks of habitat limit the type of animals that can
continue to live there. For example, as habitat size decreases, bobcat will start disappearing,
followed by moose, beaver, certain species of turtles, and so on. Declining bird species
needing large forested tracts, and known in Sweden, are the wodd treesy, rose

breasted grosbeak, and pileated woodpecker.
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Significant Fisheries Habitat. Of Swedendés four fishing ponds
and the upper basin of Moose Pond), only Keyes and Stearns Ponds possess the depth and
therefore cooler teperatures, to provide suitable trout habiBdth Stearns and Keyes

Ponds are currently stocked annually withut. Although not all the streams in Sweden have

been inventoried by DIFW, manyatbhave support desirable brook trout fisheries.

According to Maine DIFW, the ponds shoaidobe managed for warm water species

including pickerel and sunfish in all fotown ponds and perch and larged smalmouth

bass in Moose and Stearns Ponds. Other species that may be present are shiners, suckers,
eels, bullheads, and smelt. The DIFW (per letter to Sweden Planning Board, July 1989) has
specifically rated the Upp&asin, Moose Pond as F3 (High Value Pond) for fisheries, in
that: AThe Upper Basin offers excellent habi
t wo species thrive and provide good fishing

In the past, 13 speciesoffithave been taken by fishermen fro
Although public access to these ponds has never been heavy, and overfishing has not been
evident, evolving natural conditions and competition have favored survival of-waten

species over coldvater species. Other than the collection of baitfish, there is no commercial
fishing in Swedendés waters.

Significant Plant Communities.As previously discussed, those saméessent/
development conditions that have fostered viable and thriving wildlife habitats in Sweden
also contribute to its thriving and diverse plant communities. Sweden is host to a large
number of known plant species, generally spread throughout the@@meumented species
include at least 180 wildflower80 ferns 31 shrubsand 33 trees. There are no known plant
species in Sweden specifically protected by state law.

Perhaps the most significant plant communitywe8en is the varied, prolific, and thriving

hard and softwood forest that covers more th
miles. It is healthy, of high quality, and is steadily harvested for commercial forest products,

while subject to the usuthreats of deterioration and corresponding measures of protection.

An inventory and analysis of these forests is provided in Sectidgritulture and Forestry

Resources

Significant Scenic Areas and ViewsSwe den6s numer ous amiprbvide and
many vantage points from which are afforded beautiful views of the mountains of western
Maine, and the White Mountains of New Hampshire. The highest elevations in the town are:

Location Elevation (feet)
Winns Hill 1225
Popple Hill 1168
Woodbury Hill 1160
Plummer Mountain 1105
Picket Hill 1082
Black Mountain 1064
Marr Hill 948

Evans Hill 921
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At approximately 400 feet in elevation, the lowest location is located along Knights Hill
Road in an ar ea k n o wWaterbaaiesavithinyhe taven lidgitieeange| ai n s
of 400 to 664 feet above sea level.

Along roadways, fine distant views exist throughout the town including toward the west and

north from Knights Hill Road; Waterford Road; Black Mountain Road; and along State

Route 93 in | ocations near Popple Hill, Pl un
Cornerso in central Sweden. Scenic areas al s
including wooded shorelines, islands, and surrounding hills. To date, noasiewgerrupted

by development along roadways or marred by construction or extensiveusar

Unique Natural Areas.There are no unique natural areas in Sweden regigiarsdant to 5

MRSA 83314, designated as National Park SemMiagonal Natural Landmarks, identified

as part of the Maine Natural Heritage Program, or as defined in the Natural Resources
Protection Act as a Afragile mountain areabo

Analysis and Findings

Overall, on a towswide basis, he critical natural resources in the above categories, like the
Townbds water resources, are not at present b
are three primary concerns with maintaining these resources:

1. Increased human settlement and develogreeriously threaten and degrade critical
natural resourcesHuman settlement and development, however gradual their progress,
produce tradeoffsftendetrimental to the natural environmenpursued too
aggressivelylmpacts of such settlemteaind development include land alteration;
reduction of natural habitat; interruption of natural corridors; disregard of wetlands;
introduction of noise, light, traffic, pollution; and increased intrusive human activity.
These impacts can eventually erodeural resources to the point where the natural
balance is upset and the rural character and quality of living in the Town of Sweden are
degraded. Particularly, gradual fragmentation and elimination of the larger heavily
forested uninterrupted habitatino wn (requseresli biyvédasgpaci es o
human disturbance) would eventually lead to the gradual disappearance of birds such as
the woodthrush and pileated woodpecker, and mammals such as the moose, bobcat, and
fisher.

2. Excessive rates ofniber harvesting, fishing, hunting, and trapping threaten the natural
resources inventoryThe strong economic significance of timber harvesting, along with
the more recreational significance of hunting, fishing, and trapping represent human
At aki nly if thcomirbllied; could result in the eventual depletion or total
disappearance of the respective resource. In the case of quality timber, this would
diminish the economic advantage available over time, seriously alter the forest habitat for
certain wildife, and erode the rural character of Sweden. In the case of excessive
hunting, fishing, and trapping, the natural environmental balance could be upset and the
recreational aspects of rural character and quality of life would be diminished, if not lost
ertirely.
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3. Swedends b e ayappretiatdd views abuldibe seeously compromised by the
threat of clearcuts, telecommunication towers, over development, or other visible
scarring or forms of visual pollutiol.hese views vitally contribute to theralicharacter,
ambient natural beauty, and general quiet and uncongested coudrgidéwhich are
at the heart of the Townds past and presen
the surrounding region. These features need to be preserdaticamecessary ordinance
provisions need to be instituted and enforced, particularly in light of the recent explosive
guest for commercial hilltop telecommunication tower sites.

Since their inception in the easkopingh®d70s, Sw
Land Use Ordinance have placed a primary emp
critical resources and curbing or channeling development so as to maintain rural character.
Accordingly, current existing measures ensure the maintenaiNawial Resource and

Stream Protection Districts (including wetlands), enforce detailed land use performance

standards, allow very limited commercial/industrial development, and provide for reasonable
control of residential densities. These measures,iegeitith stringent timber harvesting

regulations, conscientious land stewardship by most current land owners, and 98 parcels
(comprising 10,373 acres) of forest | and pre
Program, have served well inthe pastammnt ai n Swedendés natural re
viability, and overall rural character. Furthermore, this all serves as a reference base for

continued thoughtful review to address new threats to preservation of resmuoaeiral

character.

Planning Go als

StateGoal To protect the Stateds critical nat ur a
wetlands, wildlife and fisheries habitat, shore lands, scenic vistas and unique
natural areas.

TownGoal To conserve, protect, @mdurairasoucgse Swede
and those it shares with other towns.

Town Policies

. To protect environmentalgensitive areas, such as wetlands and fragile shore lands,
from detrimental development.

. To manage hazardous materials and wastes to ensure presesivatbrand water
resources. To control pesticide, herbicide and road salt application to ensure no
immediate or residual harm to residents, wildlife, plant life, and soil or water quality.

. To preserve significantly large known natural wildlife habitataréat support
indigenous plant, fish, and animal species to ensure continued availability for recreation
and observational uses. Also, preserve habitat for known existing endangered species.

. To preserve large contiguous forested traamtisuringu ni nt errupted habit at
Afarseeansi ti ve species. O
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. To ensure official participation with surrounding towns toward developing regional
solutions to the problems associated with other critical natural resources, especially large
shared contiguou®fested wildlife habitat.

« To ensure | and devel opment and timber haryv
scenic, aesthetic, and environmental qualities.

. To ensure timber harvesting operations prevent undue erosion, safeguard natural habitat
areas, ad reforest/stabilize damaged areas as appropriate.

Implementation Strategies

1. Ensure that Swedenod6s | and use policies and
Land Use Ordinance), are consistent with state laws and are strictly adhered to.

Resposibility: ~ Planning Board, Conservation Commission, Selectmen, Appeals
Board, Code Enforcement Officer

Time Frame: Shortterm/Ongoing

2. Review the Townds existing Zoning and Land
environmental and land use groups to add anldgpchanges to the Aquifer Protection
District. Continue to strengthen lostigrm protection measures for watersheds, significant
wetland areas, and known critical wildlife habitats, particularly through official
coordination with surrounding towns for aseof common concern. Ensure buffering of
devel opment along Swedends shorelines.

Responsibility:  Planning BoardLEA
Time Frame: Shortterm, Ongoing

3. Establish hazardous materials, household waste and recycling/disposal regulations, and
work with other toms, contractors, and waste companies as necessary to develop proper
disposal and scheduled pickups that will help protect land and water resources from
contamination.

Responsibility  Selectmen
Time Frame: Shortterm

4. Expand and strengthen the existing Zgnamd Land Use Ordinance to continue the
control and safe application of pesticides, herbicides, and road salt.

Responsibility: Selectmen, Road Commissioner, Planning Board
Time Frame: Shortterm



Section Il D Other Critical Natural Resources

5. Review, update, and strengthen the existing Zoning and Use Ordinance and
Subdivision Review Standardi® coordination with the Maine Forest Service) to ensure
land development and timber harvesting contitwdslimit severeslope operations,
prevent undue erosion, safeguard natural wildlife habreas, require
reforestation/stabilization of damaged fragile araas, to gairtown approval of any
significant logging operation and/or any timber harvesting proposed in, or adjacent to,
designated fragile areas.

Responsibility  Planning Board
Time Frame: Shortterm

6. Encourage participatioand testimonyf various Sweden boards and commissions
during the Subdivision Review process, to help ensure future development compatibility
with the preservation of Swesendscsnicnat ur al
qualities.

Responsibility  Planning Board, Conservation Commissibimstorical Society, Road
Commissioner

Time Frame: Shortterm

7. Encourage land trusts and open space conservation easements that would establish and
protect large, unfragmenteditical natural resources, especially contiguous forest tracts.

Responsibility  Selectmen, Conservation Commissi®eanning Board
Time Frame: Shortterm/Ongoing

8. Encourage forest and open land space owners to participate in current use tax incentives,
swch as the Maine State Tree Growth Tax Law and State Farm and Open Space Law
programs, that help conserve the rural character of Sweden, specifically throughout the
Rural Preservation Zone, and as feasible in the Residential Zone.

Responsibility  SelectmenConservation Commissioilanning Board
Time Frame: Ongoing

9. Amend the Zoning and Land Use Ordinance to include strict standards for the siting of
telecommunications towers in order to prevent their location on (or access through)
environmentally sensitiviand, and to minimize any impact on the surrounding aesthetics
and scenic view¥ey views to be protected need to be delineated on appropriate maps.

Responsibility  Planning Board
Time Frame: Shortterm

10. Officially cooperate with surrounding towns whenepessible to ensure the mutually
preferred siting of telecommunication towers in order to minimize any regional
detrimental aesthetic and environmental impact.

Responsibility  Planning Board
Time Frame: Shortterm
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E. Agricultural and Forestry Resources

GeneralOf Swedends ap pacre wtal lara trea, apboutl88% (3300 acres)

is covered by forest, much of which is held in large undeveloped tracts-cbnumercial

ownership. This lash area provides uninhabited open space for hunting, recreation, and
wildlife habitat, as well as a significant ¢
character. Forestland is evenly distributed throughout the town and has historically proven to

be avaluable and reliable economic resource for many of its landowners. Prime softwood
species present in Swedends forests include
include oak, maple, birch, and ash.

Agricultural farmland, although historically ewdt for family sustenance and commercial
crops and animal husbandry, has virtually dwindled teerastent. The only significant

related resources are a-@dre commercial apple orchard of long standing, and a recently
developed seasonal home occupatiardgn nursery of a few acres. Both of these businesses
are doing well, but have very limited impact on the local/regional economies.

Agricultural and forestry resources for the town are illustrated in Appen@dix A

There are no forestrgependent or agulture-dependent facilities presently in town, other
than the small storage/administrative building at the apple orchard and the several small
greenhouses at the nursery.

As of 2001, 98 parcels comprising ddpat873 acr
in the State Tree Growth Tax Law program (Title 36, MRSA, Section&B8%R). This is

particularly significant in that it requires a lotgrm maintenance/harvesting plan prepared

by a licensed Maine forester, encourages landowner managemtn forest products

industry by reduction of property taxes, promotes conservation of forests in the town, and

helps to support the statade forest products industry. The 2001 breakdown of Tree Growth

total acreage in the town by timber growth was 1&dres of softwood; 3,179 acres of

hardwood; and 5,383 acres mixed. The total assessed valuation of this acreage was

$1,265,964.

Analysis and Findings

The most significant threat to the existence
is graduabkubdivision of these lands into housing lots and developments, often as adollow

to shortterm speculation in land and subsequent timber liquidafioa.Maine Tree Growth

Tax Law defines | iquidati on hdloweddgdhamegt as ft
that removes most or all commercial value in standing timber without regard fetelong

forest management principles, and the subsequent sale or attempted resale of the harvested

land within five years This is generally inconsistentith accepted principles of forest

stewardship and can lead to volatility in timberland prices, hasty land subdivision, and

disposition of timberland with little regard for its continued use as forestland. This type of

forest liquidation threatens not grthe communities trying to preserve rural character, but

also the longerm interests of the timber industry and the wildlife that depends on large
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tracts of sustainablgpnanaged woodlands. It wastes land, spawns rural sprawl, and delays
mature timber lot$or future sustainable forestry.

The most significant recent largeale local liquidation harvesting occurred in 1994 by an
out-of-country timber company operating in Lovell and Sweden. Essentially, three impacted
areas were in Sweden: (1) both sidethe westerrmost mile of Knights Hill and Lovell

Roads; (2) the Fern Drivellis Road area in the northwest part of town; and (3) the area on
Lee Gray Road east of Berry Pond in south Sweden. The first two areas are witnessing
subsequent development, \ehihe third is now registered in the Tree Growth Program for
long-term harvesting. The events of largeale liquidation harvesting, perhaps due in part to
resultant local criticism have not reoccurred. However, it is acknowledged that such events
could acccur at any time.

Swedenbdbs strong participation in the Maine T
and effective base point for reducing the loss of quality forestlands because of the associated
property tax incentive, planning requirements, bimltestraints, and encouragement for

long-term sustainable forest management. The Town of Sweden would further benefit in this

aspect by Il egislative tuning of | oophol es in
enf orcement of t h eorestrylditinve, grgatessupPant $ot tleeiForestb | e  F
Stewardship Council s certification program,

rules targeting liquidation harvesters.

A protective measure to be developed by the town would be the creatidroodst

Conservation District, comprising selected large forest tracts from the Residential and Rural
PreservatiorZones, accumulated over time through voluntary participation by land owners,
for purposes of longerm sustainable timber hasteng (see policies and strategies below,

and Section Ill, Land Use Plan)

Existing town measures providing protection
forests, and open space have derived from the original Comprehensive Plan of 1973 and its
majorr evi si on of 1988. Therein, emphasis i s gi
dependent on these natural resources. This is further expressed in the parallel Zoning and
Land Use Ordinance (as revised and updated in 1975, 1979, 1983, 1991, and 1888). Th
protection and preservation measures include:
. Establishment of specific Subdivision Review Standards;
. Establishment of larger required minimum parcels (i.e., lots of five acres) togstiner
mandatoryclustering and deeded open spageniajor subdivisions in the Rural
Preservation Zone;
. Broad encouragement of agricultural land use by not requiring Conditional Use approval
and allowing less restricted clearing; and
. Development of detailed timber harvesting and vegetative clearing parfoem
standards for districts/zones, with emphasis on Natural Resource Protection and
Shoreland Zones, as well as along streams.
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Additionally, protection and preservation of large contiguous forest tracts can be further

facilitated by abandonmenf discontinued old town roads in the Rural Preservatiah

Natural Resource Protection Zones and the Aquifer and Stream Protection Overlay Districts
thereby better guiding future subdivision and growtthte desi gnat ed figr owt h
town. Ths, coupled with less acceptance of, and capital investment in, any new roads can
significantly enhance retention of timber resources and rural character.

These protective measures are considered basic and effective, without undue interference, for
theneessary protection of Swedends farmlands a
monitoring and enforcement as necessary to stay abreast of theesemt phenomenon of

rural sprawl and forest liquidation that counter the goal of preserving ruralcta It is

difficult, at best, to get this process under control without more help from innovative smart

growth legislation at the state level, specifically very stringent controls for, or banning of,
liquidation harvesting, as mentioned above.

Plannin g Goals

StateGoal To safeguard the Stateds agricultural
that threatens those resources.

TownGoal To protect, manage, and conserve Swede
in a sound and ecologically sustainabl@nmer, not degraded by development
or misuse.

Town Policies

« TomaintanSwedends continued strong participat:i
program.

. To encourage forest and agricultural landowners to participate in current use tax
incentives to conserve agricultural, forest, and conservation lands.

. To encourage preservation, conservation, and agricultural use of any lands determined to
be of prime agricultural soil.

. Tofacilitateonly economically and ecologically sustainable ngamaent, productivity,
and multiuse of agricultural and forest resources.

. Tosupport state legislativefforts to replace the practice of liquidation timber harvesting
with sustainable forestry practices.

. To ensure strict compliancetwh st ate ti mber harvesting reg
timber harvesting performance standards expressed in the Sweden Zoning and Land Use
Ordinance

. Tofacilitateforest resource preservation and guide future growth/development toward
designatedyrowth areas, by abandonment of discontinued roads accessing designated
rural areas, andot making significant capital investmdot any new town roads
designated rural areas
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Implementation Strategies

1. Periodicallyrev ew, wupdate, and revise, as hecessar
Standards and Zoning and Land Use Ordinance to ensure continuing compliance with the
Statebs Forestry Practices Act and encour a
in-town harveshg operations.

Responsibility: Planning Board, Conservation Commission
Time Frame: Shortterm/Ongoing

2. Admi ni ster and enforce Swedenogowt i mber har
operations prevent undue erosion, safeguard natural habitat areast/stétiéze
damaged fragile areas as appropriate, and prevent degradation of water bodies. Ensure
these actions are compatible with Swedenos
gualities.

Responsibility: Planning Board, Conservation Commission, Code Eerfoent
Officer

Time Frame: Shortterm/Ongoing

3. Seek conservation easements, and/or funding to purchase easements or titles to property,
in order to conserve agricultural, forest, and conservation lands.

Responsibility: Conservation Commission, Property Gaws Selectmen
Time Frame: Ongoing

4. Make widely available to landowners information regarding the Maine Tree Growth Tax
Law, Farm and Open Space Tax Law, and other land use tax incentives, land trusts, and
conservation easements.

Responsibility  SelectmenPlanning Board, Conservation Commission
Time Frame: Ongoing

5. Establish in Swedenédés Zoning and Land Use
requirement to maintain the character of the Rural Preservation Zone

Responsibility  Planning Board
Time Frame: Shot-term

6. Initiate road abandonment procedures for discontinued town roads accessing the Rural
Preservatiomnd Natural Resource Protection Zgreswell as the Aquifer and Stream
Protectionand Forest Conservati@wverlay Districts and developery striingent road
acceptance and capital investment criteria/standardmy new town roads proposed in
the futurefor those designated rural areas, as opposed to the designated growth areas.

Responsibility  Planning Board Selectmen, Road Commissioner
Time Frame: Shortterm
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7. Establish and regulate a Forest Conservation Dis@ieelay) to be comprised of large
contiguous forest tracts dedicated to kiegn sustainable timber harvesting, assembled
through voluntary participation (see Land Use Plan, Section IlI).

Responsibility  Planning Board

Time Frame: Shortterm

8. Engage in thetateprocess to eliminate liquidation harvesting in favor of sustainable
forestry practices through encoueagent and support for appropriate and effective
legislative action.

Responsibility  Selectmen
Time Frame: Shortterm/Ongoing
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F. Transportation

General Swedeno6s tr (dustsaedin Appetix Ao corsigtsaf 36.m

miles of public roadways, some short private vehicular roads, private driveways and trails,
and 25 miles of snowmobile trails (including armie segment of Snowmobile Interstate
#80). There are no sidewalks or other similar dan ways, no existing or abandoned rail
lines, and no public bus or airline service. The nearest available bus transportation is in
Conway, New Hampshire (20 miles) and Portland, Maine (40 miles). The nearest public
airport facility and ferry terminalra in Portland. Public transportation is supplemented by
private services such as Western Maine Transportation and various limousine services to
shuttle passengers locally and to nearby transportation hubs.

State Aid RoadsThe main public throughways town are state aid roads that comprise

about 41% (13.9 miles) of total roads in Sweden (see Sweden Transportation Network Map,
Appendix A5). The state aid roads include State Route 93 (7.03 miles), Knights Hill Road
(4.15 miles), and Waterford Road (8.miles). These are open ygaund, form basic access

to all parts of Sweden, and connect Sweden with Waterford to the east, Bridgton to the south,
and Lovell to the west. The primary state aid road is State Route 93 that connects US Route
302 in Bridgtonto State Route 5 in Lovell. Routine repair/maintenance is provided by the
Maine Department of Transportation (MDOT), with any major upgrade through state
matching funds with the town. The town performs winter state aid road maintenance.

Access Manageme. For i mproved safety and speed pr esce
highways, the MDOT has developed a set of access management rules in response to

legislation concerned with arterial capacity, poor drainage, and the high number of driveway
related crashe#&ny new or changed driveway or entrance on state and state aid highways

located outside of urban compact areas must meet specifications described in the rules in

order to obtain a permit from MDOT. The rules regulate sight distance, corner clearance,

spadng, with, setbacks, parking, drainage, and mitigation requirements.

The rules are organized into a fdiered system with increasing regulation of driveways and

entrances for roads with poorer mobility and safety. The tiers are:

1. Basic Safety Standardppaly to all state and stateéd roadways. (In Sweden, these
include Knights Hill Road, Route 93, and Waterford Road)

2. Major Collector and Arterial Standards provide more relation for entrances only onto
major collector and arterial roadways. (None in Swgden

3. Mobility corridors are noturban compact corridors that connect service centers and/or
urban compact areas and carry at least 5,000 vehicles per day along at least 50% of the
corridordés I ength. (None in Sweden)

4. Retrograde arterials are mobility corrideveere the number of crashes related to a
driveway of entrance exceeds the statewide average for arterials with the same posted
speed. (None in Sweden)

Local RoadsThe remaining roadways (about 19.5 miles total) interconnect the state aid
roads, and, isome cases, come to dead ends in remote areas of the town. About eight miles
of the less traveled of these local roads are unpaved. There are 19 of these local roads, of
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which portions of six (for a total of four miles) are closed during the winter. Wieser-

closed roads include all of Bennett and Evans Hill Roads and portions of Fern Drive, Black
Mountain Road, Trull Brook Road, and Marr Road. The town performsrgead

maintenance of all local roads.

Local roads programmed for some degree of rapahe immediate years ahead include
Tapawingo Road (0.5 mile), Berry Road (0.2 milwgbber PondRoad (0.4 mile), Marr
Road (0.2 mile), Smarts HiRoad(0.8 mile), Black Mountain Road (0.5 mile), Ridlonville
Road (0.9 mile), and Plummeri8ml Road (1.0 mile).
zed traffic courl

Traffic Volumes. Aver age annual.i

presented in Tabl6.

dai |l vy

Table 16. Daily Traffic Counts

Average Annualized Daily Traffic

Location

Tapawingo Road North of Route 93 110 -- --
Plummer School Road North of Waterford Road 100 -- --
Knights Hill Road South of Route 93 530 640 650
Webber Pond Road South of Route 93 70 -- --
Route 93 North of Knights Hill Road -- -- 580
Route 93 South of Waterford Road 170 -- 270
Route 93 West of Plummer School Road 370 480 550
Route 93 West of Webber Pond Road 380 510 540
Trull Brook Road At Trull Brook Bridge -- -- 30
Waterford Road East of Route 93 330 -- --
Waterford Road East of Marr Road 360 -- --

Source: MDOT 2000 and 2001 Traffic Count Books

Bridges There are four bridges that carry motor vehicles in Sweden. Each of these four
publicly-owned bridges is identified on the transportation map (Appendix A), that includes a
table indiating the Federal Sufficiency Rating (FSR) on each bridge. Responsibility for
these bridges is determined by the MDOT Local Bridge Program, which became law in July
of 2001. Bridges of at least 20 feet in length on town or-stateoadways are the

respasibility of MDOT. Minor spans, which are bridges at least 10 feet and less than 20 feet
in length, that are on town roadways are the responsibility of the municipality. If a minor
span is located on a state or state aid roadway, maintenance respofealisiltith MDOT.

As such, the Town of Sweden is responsible for the maintenance of two bridges.

MDOT inspects all bridges and minor spans on public ways every two years in accordance

with the Feder al Hi ghway Admini stmeatt i on ( FHYV
Coding Guides. The inspections result in a FSR for each bridge, which is calculated by
analyzing the condition of each of the bridg

and superstructure. The FSR scale used by the MDOT Bridge Managemisidrs/
described as follows:



Section Il F Transportation

FSR Range Condition Description FSR Range Condition Description

90-100 Excellent 40-49 Poor

80-89 Very Good 30-39 Serious
70-79 Good 20-29 Critical
60-69 Satisfactory 1-19 Imminent Failure
50-59 Fair 0 Failed

If the FSR on a statewned bridge located on a state or state aid highway is less than 50, the
bridge mayqualify for federal funding, depending on the individual conditiatings of the
bridgeds var i ou s-useedapdanhbeidge veitn FSRf Oathe ITrallw

Brook Road Bridge, through petition, might quality for these funds.

Parking Capacity. Sweden currently has three designated-dawacity parking areas

including the adjacent areas surrounding the Town Office and Town Meeting House
(maximum of 20 spaces), the immediate town beach area at Keyes Pond (maximum of six
spaces), and the immediate town beach area at Stearns Pond (maximum of six spaces

The areas around the Town Office and Town Meeting House have been sufficient for most
routine town business situations and meetings. The primary exceptions are larger events such
as the occasional posted town meeting or public hearing, fundraisersytde/social

evens, and any privately reserved functgye.g.,wedding receptins).For these events,

parallel roadway shoulder parking along State Route 93 has been used.

The two town beach areas are very small (approximatehhaliecre each) and tightly

confined between adjacent shorefront properties. Each presergbdisas both a swimming

beach and as a boat launch point. As such, there is often congestion at these sites caused by
vehicles and boat trailers. Very little, if any, spillover parking is possible near these beach
areas.

Snowmobile TrailsSwe d e n 6 s of 2nbwmubilé teils are situated throughout most
areas of town, and the 4bile segment of Snowmobile Interstate #80 traverses the town in a
generally eastvest fashion. Local clubs have good relationships with property landowners
and maintain the tra| receiving funds reimbursed to the town from snowmobile registration
fees. These trails are maintained by grooming and include several bridges and signage. The
trails are also available for cressuntry skiing and ofseason hiking.

Regional Transportdion Advisory Committee (Region 6)[his committee (RTAES)

represents all of York County, most of Cumberland County, and 18% of the Oxford County
population, including Sweden. The Committee was formed to assist in the study, planning,
and coordinating gbossible solutions to the transportation and associated issues/problems
experienced by included towns. For example, it is concerned with aging infrastructure, traffic
congestion, development growth and sprawl, access management, travel safety,
transportaon funding, and environmental and cultural protection. Sweden can benefit by
participating with the RTAE regarding town traffic and transportation issues, as well as
shared regional issues.
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Analysis and Findings

State Aid RoadsSwe d e n 6 s dstar el paadd dnd coasadered in good condition.
There is no congestion on these roadways, and traffic volume is light throughout the day with
a slight increase for the normal morning and evening commutes. In most recent years, the
Townos i nwresdansiabhousing haseoccurred mostly along Knights Hill Road.

The associated increase in residential traffic is felt primarily along Knights Hill Road, but it

is still well within its carrying capacity. State Road 93 will require capital improvements

within the next five years on a hatfile section west of Tapawingo Road. Excepting this
section of State Route 93, at the present level of routine state maintenance and recent road
upgrades, the state aid roads are considered adequate now and for 1fleyraxiprojection

of Swedenb6s growth.

Access Management.t i s i mportant to apply MDOTG6s Acc
state and state aid roads to ensure Swedenods
negative drainage impact, preserve mopdnd productivity of the system, reduce letegm
construction/improvement costs, and improve roadway aesthetics. These rules have been
involved in the past on both individual driveway and subdivision entrance siting issues, and

should continue to baithe future.

Furthermore, these rules, in conjunction with stringent new road acceptance/capital

invest ment policies, will contribute to real
long-term preservation of large tracts of forested openespmnd the maintenance of
Swedendés overall rural character. Presently,

the road standards as expressed in the Sweden Zoning and Land Use Ordinance and Sweden
Subdivision Regulations.

Local Roadsinthepast years, Swedenodés | ocal roads (pa
be adequate in size and location to handle the slight increase in traffic associated with the
popul ation increase of approximately 100 dur

one mie per year (using $35,000 to $45,000 from surplus) has been consistently and
sequentially applied, and will be adequate for the foreseeable future growth to keep the
poorer roads in a least faw-good condition. In addition, ongoing ditching roadsided a
regrinding road surfaces where necessary will help prolong pavement life. Ownership status
of some local roads that may be abandoned or discontinued requires some resolution. The
status of such roads will impact future maintenance and control of devehbpCandidate

roads for resolution are Ellis Road, Evans Hill Road, Goshen Road, parts of Ledge Hill Road,
LaneRoadb et ween Webber Pond and Bridgton Roads,
Mountain Road to Moose Porigor the most parthese roadways are totally within or

bordering the designated rural areas, with only some short segments within or bordering the
designated growth areas.

Traffic Volumes.No congestion exists on any of the local roads; traffic is light, and the
presentarrying capacity of these roads is considered adequate to accommodate the minimal
amount of traffic growth expected over the nextyg@r period. Overall, road maintenance






